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SUB J : OMAN MONARCH SULTAN QABUS DURING OFFICIAL VISIT AGREES 
WITH SHAH ON VITAL IMPORTANCE OF PERSIAN GULF SECURITY 

SUMMARY: ARRIVAL OF OMAN MONARCH SULTAN QABUS FOR SIX-DAY VISIT 
HERALDED BY NEWS MEDIA. DURING EXCHANGE OF SPEECHES SHAH STRESSED 
VITAL IMPORTANCE OF PERSIAN GULF SECURITY. REAFFIRMED IRAN'S 
WILLINGNESS. IF REQUESTED. HELP ANY STATE IN REGION AND NOTED 
WELFARE AND IUSTICE WOULD CREATE ENVIRONMENT UNFAVORABLE TO 
GROWTH OF SUBVERSION. QABUS THANKED IRAN FOR SENDING TROOPS TO 
FIGHT AGAINST FOREIGN PAID SABOTEURS, CONFIRMED SHAH'S VIEWS ON 
REGIONAL SECURITY AND PRAISED IRANIAN PROGRESS UNDER SHAH'S 
LEADERSHIP. END SUMMARY. 

1. WARM WELCOME EXTENDED SULTAN QABUS BIN SAID OF OMAN, WHO 
ARRIVED TEHRAN MARCH 2 FOR SIX-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT, HIGHLIGHTED BY 
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NEWS MEDIA. SHAH AND TOP GOI OFFICIALS MET QABUS AT MEHRABAD 
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AIRPORT AND ALL HONORS EXTENDED INCLUDING 21 GUN SALUTE. 

2. EVENING OF ARRIVAL SHAH IN WELCOME SPEECH DURING BANQUET AT 
NIA VARAN PALACE HONORING QABUS, STATED, INTER ALIA, FOLLOWING 
POINTS: 

A) EXPANSION OF IRANO-OMANI FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION OF 
MUTUAL BENEFIT IS "TO THE ADVANTAGE (SIC) OF FORTIFYING THE 
STABILITY AND SECURITY OF THIS SENSITIVE REGION (PERSIAN GULF) 

OF THE WORLD". 

B) SECURITY OF PERSIAN GULF VITAL IMPORTANCE "TO US ALL". 

IRAN HAS EXPLICITLY CONDEMNED INTERFERENCE IN THIS REGION BY 
OUTSIDE POWERS AND DENOUNCED SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES BECAUSE THEY 
MAY ENDANGER REGION'S SECURITY. FOR THIS REASON GOI HAS 
ANNOUNCED READINESS ASSIST ANY COUNTRY OF THE REGION IN OVER- 
COMING INTERNAL SUBVERSION SHOULD SUCH A REQUEST BE MADE. 

SECURITY REQUIRES BOTH MILITARY POWER AND SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL 
REFORMS SINCE SUBVERSION PRONE DEVELOP IN AREAS DEPRIVED OF 
SOCIAL JUSTICE. 

C) IRAN'S INTEREST IN SECURITY AND STABILITY OF PERSIAN 

GULF STEMS FROM IT BEING ONLY SEA ROUTE TO INDIAN OCEAN AND 
AREAS BEYOND. 

D) OMAN HAS VITAL INTERESTS WITH IRAN SINCE ITS STRATEGIC 
LOCATION AT MOUTH OF STRAIT OF HORMOZ - IRAN'S GATEWAY TO OTHER 
PARTS OF WORLD - "HAS CONTINUALLY LEFT US INTERESTED IN DESTINY OF 
PEOPLE LIVING IN THIS LAND". SUCH MUTUAL INTEREST HAD BECOME MORE 
IMPORTANT SINCE OIL AFFAIRS HAVE MADE ENTIRE REGION VERY SENSITIVE 
IN WORLD POLITICS. THIS DEMANDED THOROUGH ATTENTION, ALERTNESS AND 
VIGILANCE BY ALL STATES IN AREA. 

E) IRAN FOLLOWING RESULTS OF OMAN'S DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS WITH 
DEEP INTEREST, AND HAS NOTED WITH SATISFACTION ITS IMPLEMENTATION OF 
PROGRAMS TO "ERASE PAST INJUSTICES". OMAN HAS ACQUIRED "WORTHY 
PLACE" IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE AS MEMBER OF UN AND OTHER GLOBAL 
AND REGIONAL BODIES. 
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F) BANK MELLI IRAN AND IRAN INSURANCE COMPANY HAVE AGENCIES IN 
OMAN, AND IRAN WILL BEGIN REGULAR TEHRAN-MUSCAT FLIGHTS AS OF 
MARCH 21. 

3. QABUS RESPONDED PRAISING IRAN'S PROGRESS UNDER THE SHAH'S LEADER- 
SHIP AND CONFIRMED SHAH'S VIEW ON AREA’S SECURITY "WHICH IS ONE OF 
HIS ASPIRATIONS". HE THANKED IRAN FOR SENDING TANKS AND EQUIPMENT 
TO FIGHT "FOREIGN-PAID SABOTEURS AND MERCENARIES" IN RESPONSE TO 
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HIS PLEA. PRAISED VALOR OF IRANIAN TROOPS SERVING IN OMAN AND SAID 
HIS SOLE ASPIRATION WAS TO PLACE HIS COUNTRY AMONG PROGRESSIVE 
NATIONS OF THE WORLD. THIS, HE SAID. OBVIOUSLY REQUIRED COMPLETE 
SECURITY IN THE REGION. 

4. COMMENT: VISIT OF QABUS IS FIRST TO TEHRAN OF AN OMANI HEAD OF 
STATE. SHAH'S REMARKS VIS-AVIS SECURITY OF PERSIAN GULF CONSTITUTES 
ANOTHER REITERATION OF GOI'S POLICY TOWARDS THE PERSIAN GULF, 
INCLUDING THAT IT SHOULD BE KEPT FREE 
FROM OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE. 

QABUS’ APPARENTLY CAREFULLY WORDED ENDORSEMENT OF SHAH S CALL FOR 
REGIONAL SECURITY (PARA 3) MAY BE FIRST FAVORABLE TANGIBLE RESPONSE 
TO SHAH S URGING OF A REGIONAL SECURITY PROGRAM. (TEHRAN JOURNAL, 
MARCH 3, STATES "IN HIS REPLY THE SULTAN FULLY ENDORSED THE SHAHAN- 
SHAH'S CALL FOR ENSURING REGIONAL SECURITY"; WHEREAS, SEMI-OFFICIAL 
KAYHAN STATED "THE SULTAN CONFIRMED THE SHAHANSHAH'S VIEWS ON THIS 
AREA'S SECURITY SAYING THAT PEACE AND STABILITY WERE VITAL FOR 
PROGRESS"). 

HECK 
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